Arts Fifth Avenue
Keeping in tune

iy Epn Parigh Perking

. - he sory of ehe epening of Art Filth Avenue on Sepe. 11, 2001, has
TJ!]IS 15 W }.?J.“L J d brets toald arsd ee-tald Err-fn-!rum-[n ﬁr;-rr Tiene — "h'""'Fh not meocs-

warily for the ke of reperition. That sny such enterprise was trying o

5“}_111] ﬂ.'f‘-t-'d Lo E‘,I_E' di}!-”‘gr I r;-j] tind fes fooeitng st the same moment the country came to 2 reeching

bas is dramatic snough, wathost having so rous o theatmic

I ip O qualisy shways stands ot when Tune eells of ehe day this south side garher-
”L-:'r 1.1 £l Hf r[} 1";:-” L .nﬁ.j-lar caime wike I:h'-'HH- ot & day rememdbered for fts concemtration of permorisc
" sitacks. That is the more modest recollection of how people showed up chere, any-
HP and run away. hoenas, s :-:H.Ik:nF Far the arts per ee, but jusr leokimg. :
= Why theyd fnd themaelves there, of 2ll places, was insmiguing then for Tone and

partner Eddic Dunlap, who had brought over his famsed Mondo Dirummen educa:
- Gracey Tane tional program from the Easaide Neighborhood Ares Center.
Bug with the passage af rime, it all makes perfecr sense. A Felrh Avense bus
beer around only seven years but has abready éarmed s repurarion 25 & focus of Fore
Wik [rass-FOOts (OnsCiousness af cudrural deversing aad am srdaeic world-vew,
Call ir che [iele rrain ehor could, cam = snd often doer. o borrow 8 classic elichd
from children's lireranre.

1 had a few smsdenes come in rhus |.‘Ll'|:. ansd 7 was slmsosr Lke we haddled
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hieee Jl'l-i I‘-'III! WAE ETILIET |-:\n|rn; Ur -.'hlh!m-: Enud amar r']rml:.:j.'
Tianie saps, nd in thar, ehess was this serengeh within ws thar car-
ried ever thar firse yesr. Even though we thoughy it was 2 hoerible
siruation, we felr thar this waa going mo be 4 place where we'll be
wife, That in this midse of 3 rragedy and horroe. there was some
Errle poed char was planeed for groweh”

The seed thar Tune und Dunlap planced st Ares Fifth Avenae
bt certainly gromn, purting he eneerpeise in the category of arm
institution sarvivorshdp — an impressive accomplishment in s
shaky economy. AFAS $145,000 I:uu.!Sﬂ is higher than the $90,000
it ook fo ehiings Lt year, and s inues Toine wonders if ahe
has ovormeachied.

The oprmism cames from soocess 7000 dasses condinczed by
fecal and ILIIIIJI1-l"!.' rn‘L‘;‘_‘l‘.l::'\J arcisgs in the visual and petiorm-
II'|.:",, ane Mo !|1J-'I1 '54.1:1 p-l:l:fnrmm.'u 'E“ ||;.:|'| Erreruifed Ertants &8
tap dancer Sarah Petronso and jres legend Marchel Ivery. Dizens
af art exhibits.

With classes in - take a deep breath, bere - sala, sumha, aci-
ing, baller. guitar, hip-hop, chores, drame, 2 home-school csrrio
ham. seulprure workshops, public school art reachen” farums and
an arenizal eelebrition of El Dia de loa Muertos, AFA offers 2
Il-EJl'f”I-:I haven for boeh the ¢ wilEiiral conncdsseurs amd the curious
eoule

1 really admire ber dedicstion. her passion and the amount of
sacrifice to keep thar place alive and make ir 5o gll-smrompassing
and ienting.” says maicien Sevan Melikyan, whe spproached
Tizne sbout bringing in the Jamaican reggae dremmer Dyrol
Randall and bass pluyer Robwere Higgins. Her snawer: We can
ke that happen. She even soggested the ides of workshops in
the Jamaican reggae seyle. The process ook 3 few weeks ro prepare
and wis staged early chis year

Tiane has been many ehings chorecgrapher, artistic dinecyor,
Iectiirer, direceos, producer and mp dancer from a perfoeming fam-
I||-' - her brocher i e termihe .|I|:h"|1lt|!.' Tune, whao |q.'JI\v.'-r|:. Eeitaires

an introduction = snd recipient in 205 af the Morth Texa Dancs
Comncils Texas Tap Legends Award. Bue previding ars oppostis-
furtees 1o @ vast sudicace wall be Tunes heygaacy

Seill, while AFA has managed to ger bocal funding - the Are
1_I-\.IIJ.'I|.'.|1 L'\-!- Furl: 1|-'|.':\.1|-||| -.',q, -[Iarrjlll: :-L'iun.::r hu. r‘l'\'.'ﬂ'!-'\.‘ltd a Fr;ur
thue allow soeess m & F"HJ“: relirmana COmpany o handle azhe -
ing - the bap-moncy donon haven't comie sround. AFA relies
heavily on velursteons to handle ks from ranming the b alfice
0 mopping Hoors. Thar che Bghi sre il on dosn’t meean thas
Il-li'EF'Jll'lF them o |'IL'-I1I: l'iH.'l ] llll:;.l_xlr.

“¥ou don't want oo say that things are wagh or hard becatse it
doesnt paint the pacrure thar pou are going forward” T Eaps
“Bat ro be honest and erue. is been very difficule”

Thars why Tune has tried eo get oot of the building more to
drum up support. ralking with groups and foundstions, The out-
resch shows signs of sucoess. Fairmone-discrice neighbon raised
3500 I:"l-' |J1|'\D'!1:'1_F a Clerisernas party

“The times get really rough,” Time says, “end you start to sy,
Liee, are we going oo make 5

There are Pe0 JLAFAREETS BN the woald od :llll:.-j:rl:f:u irte. [ane
andd Dvunlap say = ondy gusrancees char Ares Flth Avenue will
COE L Eo E‘rl"l'II!I' an |..|r|H ai che l‘ﬂjlldihs 1§ ll.:|||d|r.:|: arsd haey
are ini it The Ill]ll i B e F;V,‘.l',".lll!r "!"”FI'-'F |-|._-.|.'T|||-|F_ These
are Shakespeare in the I’piml.-_- Loc and & Haspanic Playwrigha
Festival in need of produicing, not o mention belly dancing 4nd
ja

A man once isid. This is your curse, because [ was pizt her o
do this,” Tume ways. (Dunlap’s mocher calls AFA his 0fierion )
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s a gt she wayn " Thin is whue | am sapposed o be disngg,
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